Many well-known cases demonstrate that the abundance of competing interpretations is frequently the result of historiographical twists and turns. Studies of the Italian cities provide a good first example. The long, still very much alive, historiographical discussion of the Guelphs and the Ghibellines in twelfth-century Florence, ignited in 1899 by Gaetano Salvemini's Magnati e popolani, has led to a bewildering variety of interpretations of the nature and composition of these two parties. Historians have shifted from describing this reality as a socioeconomic clash to analysing it as chiefly as being the result of patron-client relations. 7 The focus of many historians studying Italian factions during the Renaissance and Early Modern periods in terms of topics such as "violence", "feuds", "honour", and "rituals", and a stress on microhistorical case studies, was dictated by the influence of anthropological and ethnographical studies.8 More recently, some historians have drawn attention to the long-underestimated persistence and vitality of the Guelphs and Ghibellines in northern Italy during the late medieval period. Challenging the interpretation of factions as a form of irrational violence, they emphasised the structural organization of factions, showing how they were also an accepted tool for the resolution of conflicts, and a
